An Alternate Trail to Eagle

MC:  Our theme tonight is "The Trail to Eagle".  The pathway to Eagle can be described as a steep trail, leading to the peak of Eagle rank.

Along that trail are 6 steps, the ranks of Scouting that you had to pass on the trail.  ______, it is fitting that you look back before you go on to other challenges to see what you have accomplished.  These experiences should not be forgotten - You should benefit from them.  Cherish the valuable ones, and make sure the bad ones do not happen again.

Remember your first trip along that steep trail?  At first, you were called Scout by your brothers.

A Scout marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the left side of the stage and waits.

MC:   Remember when you received the Scout Badge?  You learned the trefoil or Fleur-de-lis shape was to resemble the Mariner compass as it would always point you along the true path towards tonight.  It had three points which you learned like the three fingers of the Scout Sign were for the three points of the Scout Oath.

Remember when you took those first steps up the long scouting trail?  You began to build yourself physically, mentally, and morally by learning the Scout Oath and Law.  Before you knew it you were a Tenderfoot Scout.

[A Tenderfoot Scout marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the left side of the stage and waits.  The Scout waits next to Tenderfoot.]

MC: Your Scout Badge was replaced by the badge of a Tenderfoot.  It still pointed you in the right direction but added were the two stars which represented the truth and knowledge you had gained in Scouting.  Also was the bald eagle, our national symbol.  You learned from the shield on the eagle's breast that the freedom of America is not without cost that it must be defended.

Soon, you set out for another ledge.  There you were greeted by a larger group of second class scouts.

[A  Second Class Scout marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the left side of the stage and waits.  The Second Class Scout waits next to Tenderfoot  and Scout.]

MC: The second class badge showed you a scroll with your motto "Be Prepared".  It's ends were turned up in a smile and that is what you were to do as the bottom knot reminded you to "Do a Good Turn Daily" which is the Scout slogan.

You found that some second class scouts had been there for a long time and were content with their achievement.  You continued onward.  You studied and before you realized it, you had come to a new ledge, one where First Class Scouts dwell.

[A  First Class marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the right side of the stage and waits.  The First Class Scout waits next to Second Class, Tenderfoot and Scout.]

MC:  Your First Class badge showed you that it was time to put everything you had learned thus far together and this is what you did.  You found that the trail to Fist Class had not been all that difficult.  You wanted to learn more in Scouting so you continued onward, earning specific skills through merit badges.

Your next step was to be come a Star Scout.

[A  Star Scout marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the right side of the stage and waits next to the First Class Scout.]

MC:  The Star badge, a golden star was to symbolize your new role as a leader.  You were called upon to be a guiding light in the darkness for those who were to follow.  No longer were you receiving Scouting but now you were expected to teach new skills to others.

Now the Trail was steeper.  Leadership was challenging and also hard work.  But you persevered, climbing the steep trail.  Soon it led you to Life Rank.

[A  Life Scout marches slowly down the aisle with an unlighted candle, steps up to the podium and lights his candle.  He then walks solemnly to the right side of the stage and waits next to First Class and Star Scouts.

MC:   The Badge of Life, a pure red heart on a golden field was to show all the world the path you had chosen.  True to the ideals of Scouting you had gained an inner confidence that was to prepare you for the rest of your life.  The trail became even tougher, but more interesting.  You thought, now I am close to the Eagle.  I will carry on.

[The Eagle escort should be ready in the back of the Hall with ______ between them.  A Scout should lead the escort with a single lit candle.]

MC:  We in Troop _____ have watched you as you have worked towards your Eagle.  We have watched your mind develop and your knowledge increase.  We have seen you grow in many ways and now that you are on the threshold of your goal, we welcome you, for you have done your climbing in a Scout-like manner

Would the Eagle Escort please bring the candidate forward.

